
   

Dear Elders and Sisters, 

      As we approach the 10-year anniversary of the creation of the Armenia Yerevan Mission it is an appropriate time to reflect  upon where we 

have come from as well as to make a conscious decision to rededicate ourselves in this work.  We are so very blessed to be called to this part of 

the Lordôs vineyard.   Letôs take a look back in history to see from whence we have come.  According to the Church Almanac 2007,  the gospel 

has been preached among Armenians living outside of their homeland since the 1880ôs.  Mr. Vartooguian and three members of his family who 

were baptized on 4 January 1885 in Constantinople, Turkey were the first Armenians to join the Church. 

        In 1921 Elder David O. McKay of the Quorum of the Twelve reported visiting the Armenian Latter -day Saints who were spread across the 

Near East, having been driven from their homes because of continuing violence and persecution.  In response, members in the Unit ed States 

held a fast to benefit Church members in need, including Armenians.  A portion of the $115,000 collected from the fast offeri ngs was given to 

Armenian Latter -day Saints.    A branch of 59 Armenians was functioning in Aleppo, Syria in 1946.  These Saints were forced to leave Syria 

between 1947 and 1950 because of threats against Armenians.  Some went to Armenia, then a part of the Soviet Union, others to Beirut, 

Lebanon, and eventually to the United States.  Those who went to the Soviet Union lost contact with the Church. 

        On 7 December 1988, portions of Armenia were devastated by an earthquake.  Approximately 50,000 people died and half a million 

became homeless.  One week later, Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the Twelve met with Ambassador and Mrs. Durbin in 

Washington D.C. and presented the Ambassador with a check for $100,000 to assist the people of Armenia.  In response to the earthquake, 

Utah industrialist and Church leader Jon M. Huntsman, working with American philanthropist Armand Hammer, began a relief effo rt to 

benefit survivors.  Jon Huntsman established a concrete plant in Yerevan in late 1991.  It produced reinforced concrete plank used to build 

homes and apartment buildings.  The plant was staffed with LDS humanitarian service couples who had expertise in seismic engineering and 

plant operations.  The humanitarian effort was headed by a member of the Church, David M. Horne.  Aside from operating the plant, David 

Horne was involved in managing shipments of food and supplies.  In light of those efforts, the Church was registered in Armenia on 22 

December 1995. 

        Elders Dallin H. Oaks and Russell M. Nelson visited Yerevan in June 1991.  In Haghtanak Park, Elder Oaks blessed the land and people of 

Armenia.  Mikhail Oskar Belousov was baptized in Yerevan on 24 March 1992, the first man to join the Church in Armenia.  Nara Sarkissian, 

the first woman to join the Church in Armenia, was baptized on 4 April 1992.    In November 1993, Armenia was assigned to the Bulgaria Sofia 

Mission.  In July 1994, responsibility for Armenia shifted to the Russia Moscow Mission.  The first two young missionaries, D allas V. Woolf 

and Cade L. Rindfleisch, went to Yerevan in January 1995.  Armenia was transferred to the Russia Rostov Mission in January 1997.  Finally, 

the Armenia Yerevan Mission was organized on 1 July 1999, with Robert H. Sangster as president.  At that time Georgia became part of the 

mission and on 23 September 2001, President Beckstrand, president of the Armenia Yerevan Mission, organized the Tbilisi Group.  

Humanitarian couples assigned to Tbilisi helped establish and sustain the Church and young full-time missionaries were subsequently 

assigned to Georgia in April 2006. 

        It has been a long hard journey to establish the Church in Armenia and Georgia but much has been accomplished by those who came 

before us.  As we approach the 10 year anniversary of the creation of the Armenia Yerevan Mission we should remember those who sacrificed 

so much in this effort.  Those of us fortunate enough to be here now are the beneficiaries of their combined efforts.    It is my hope and prayer 

that we will continue to do our best to keep the work of the Lord moving in a positive direction.  This is the Lordôs work and we will not fail if 

we do our best.  Letôs continue to serve in this great cause with ñall our might.ò 

              Sincerely,  

                            President Dunn 
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Dear  

         Dear Elders & Sisters,   

              To serve ñwith all our might,ò we need to be healthy missionaries.  A few tips for staying healthy: 

                       Doðdrink pure water          Doðclean your fruits and vegetables.       

           Doðeat a balanced diet.       Doð exercise six mornings a week. 

                 Sincerely,  Sister Dunn 

A Fond Farewell to:   

Elder Martin   Elder  Hansen    Elder Haake  

            Elder Packer       Elder Harrison       

Sister Dunnõs  Message 

   Elder R. Whiteð8      Elder Craftð16 

   Sister Dunnð18       Elder Asayð23                                                                                      

  A Warm Welcome to:       Sister  Fisher 

&  Elders    Carlson   Williams    Stephenson 

   Clark    White       Thylin        Gull    King 



Eldôs Packer, Haake, 

Orrock & Arslanian   

(Holy men at work ðor ð

Holy Cow, men at work!)  

      After Christ appeared in 

the new world on the first day 

and ñdeparted from themò the 

people were left to ponder.  

Great multitudes of people labored all that night that the next day 

they would be in the place where Jesus should show Himself unto 

them.   After being ministered to by the apostles they began to 

ñpray for that which they most desired; and they desired that the 

Holy Ghost should be given unto them.ò  Think about the 

previous statement a little  harder.  Here we have a people who 

had just touched the Savior one by one, been given authority, the 

Sermon on the Mount, had the Law of Moses fulfilled, their sick 

healed, and the ordinance of the sacrament given.  This people 

who had been gathered at the temple had been taught by the 

Master himself and instead of praying for Him to come again, 

they prayed for another member of the godhead, the Holy Ghost.  

If you can understand the reason behind their pleading, you will 

find yourself in possession of the key that unlocks the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  It was this ñComforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 

whom the father [would] send in [Christôs] name, [that would] 

teach [us] all things, and bring all things to [our] remembrance,..ò   

It is obvious Joseph Smith understood this principle when he 

said, ñI speak as one having authority..I am learned, and know 

more than all the world put together.  The Holy Ghost does, 

anyhow, and he is within me, and comprehends more than all the 

world; and I will associate myself with him.ò  Missionary work has 

little to do with how you teach the lessons and everything to do 

with the Holy Ghost being present.  In helping a person reach 

conversion, there is no check list.  The formula is not:  All the 

lessons equal baptism; rather it is: All the lessons PLUS the Spirit 

equal conversion.  The complexity, originality or depth of the 

doctrine taught has little to do with  bringing the Spirit. 

Obedience to all mission rules and praying for the grace of God 

will bring that Spirit.  If you want to reach your potential,  learn 

this lesson, and ask yourself, ñunto what were [we] ordained?ò    

ñWe find the answer written in words of fire and emblazoned 

across the whole heavens; we hear a voice speaking with the 

sound of ten thousand trumpets; the very heavens and the earth 

are moved out of their place so powerful is undue emphasis.ò     

ñéto preach my gospel by the Spirit,  the word that goes forth.  It 

is the message that neither men, nor angels, nor the Gods 

themselves can proclaim with an undue emphasis.ò é.Bruce R. 

McConkie   ñTo preach my gospel by the Spirit,  even the 

Comforter, which was sent forth to teach the truth.   D&C 50:114 

    

 

Elder Orrock  

      Michael & Denise  Smith were both 

born & raised in the Church.  Elder 

Smith served a mission to Virginia when 

he was younger.  (Much, much, much 

younger)  They were married in the Salt 

Lake Temple in 1974.  They have 4 sons 

& 1 daughter plus 4 wonderful daughters-in-law and 1 great son

-in-law.  They have 14 grandchildren and 1 more will be born in 

March.  Hopefully they will be home in time for this one.  

       Elder Smith has always loved working with animals.  They 

have raised sheep, goats, pigs, cows and lastly, horses.  They 

moved to Idaho in 1990 in order to have some land for the 

animals.  The first year in Idaho, Elder Smith worked in Utah 

and would come home on Wednesdays & for the weekend.  The 

children & Sister Smith call that their nightmare year.  When 

they got the cows it was a lot easier.  They sold their horses 

when they came on their mission.  Their sons lived too far away 

to take care of them.  The Smithôs will probably have more later 

on.    Now they are on the other end of the chain.  They raise the 

feed for those animals.  And that is what they love.   

       They look forward to serving another mission.  This mission 

has been a wonderful experience.  They love the people and feel 

they are truly amazing.  Elder & Sister Smith are the epitome of 

amazing.  We will miss them greatly. 

Spotlights  
Elder & Sister Smith  

    The 4 Amigoõs  say...                       Oleõ !!! 

   òHey! Joo gotta 

     CHANGE      

  Feelter  Nombr  

      Juan!ó  (#1)  

              Deep Thoughtséé...by Molly Mormon 

After a disgruntled lady had harshly rejected the missionaries and 

their message, she slammed the door several times, only to have  the 

door fly back in her face.   Screaming furiously, she yelled, ñGet your 

Mormon foot out of my door!ò   Waiting for a break in the screaming 

and slamming, one of the missionaries finally said politely,  ñMaôam, 

you will be able to shut your  door, if you first remove  your cat.ò   

 

       Ammon Orrock was born in Ogden, Utah on 

Nov. 19, 1987.  He followed 3 brothers & 1 sister 

into the world. (Heôs the baby!)  His most 

notable characteristic is his pleasant personality.  

He is a happy-go-lucky, positive, seems to have 

fun and make the best of circumstances kind of 

guy, who loves life.  He learned to wake board on his familyôs 

front lawn during irrigation times, being pulled with a rope 

by his father & brothers.  Later he mastered that behind a 

real boat.   He loves to play the drums, and was a member of 

a rock band of some notoriety, having won several awards 

and raised money for needy kids for Christmas each year.  He 

fancies himself as quite the builder/repair guy.  Always 

anxious to help and give things a try, even when he may not 

be adequately trainedélikeéwhen he borrowed a back hoe to 

dig up the drain lines for the family septic system.  Wouldnôt 

you know, he broke the drain pipe off from where it attached 

to the septic tank!   You can guess what spewing out of the 

broken pipe like Old Faithful.  But to be fair, he mastered the 

controls of the back hoe and was able to dig a new drain line 

and get the system fixed.  While in H.S. he and a friend 

started a lawn mowing business. He also worked as a janitor.   

He got his Commercial Drivers License and drove a dump 

truck to earn money for his mission.  He has enjoyed many 

activities including: basketball, swimming; hiking, biking, 

skiing, boating, andé his greatest passion, riding the Harley.  

Because he wore his óleathersô when he rode, some got the 

wrong impression that he was a tough guy.  But really he was 

and is, a kind, considerate person.  Elder Orrock is a person 

that easily extends his love to others and he is loved back.  

These words are true here in Armenia as well. 

Message from the  Assistants:  


