
Dear Elders and Sisters, 

 In the last Zone Conferences we read D&C 50:13-14 together.  “Wherefore, I the Lord ask you this question---unto what 

were ye ordained?  To preach my gospel by the Spirit, even the Comforter which was sent forth to teach the truth.”  President Ezra 

Taft Benson also emphasized the importance of teaching by the Spirit.  “The Spirit is the most important single element in this work.  

With the Spirit magnifying your call, you can do miracles for the Lord in the mission field.  Without the Spirit, you will never 

succeed regardless of your talent and ability” (Preach My Gospel, page 176). 

 The Lord gives us further instruction in D&C 43:15-16.  “Again I say, hearken ye elders and [sisters] of my church whom I 

have appointed:  Ye are not sent forth to be taught, but to teach the children of men the things which I have put into your hands by 

the power of my Spirit;  And ye are to be taught from on high.  Sanctify yourselves and ye shall be endowed with power, that ye may 

give even as I have spoken.” 

 Let‟s look at some of the key words and phrases in this passage.  “Hearken” means to listen up because what follows is 

important.  How were we “appointed”?  Each of us has been called by our Heavenly Father through a living prophet and has been 

set apart for the work.  We have been sent forth “to teach.”  We will become master teachers by study, prayer, hard work, and 

personal purity.  The Lord has put many things in our “hands by the power of the Spirit.”  We are not left on our own in this 

regard.  The scriptures, Preach My Gospel, the Preach My Gospel DVDs, and the words of latter-day apostles and prophets are all 

provided for our use to prepare and to teach.  With these resources and through the Spirit we “are to be taught from on high.”  

Then when we “sanctify” ourselves we are promised we “shall be endowed with power.”  Our Heavenly Father never fails to 

keep his promises.  If we do these things we are assured of being able to teach with power and by the Spirit. 

 In D&C 100:5-8 we are given three promises if we will lift up our voices; if we speak the thoughts the Lord shall put in our 

hearts; if we have solemnity of heart---that is if we are serious and have a heart-felt desire; and if we do these things in meekness.  He 

promises that we “…shall not be confounded before men”; “…it shall be given [us] in the very hour, yea, in the very 

moment, what [we] shall say”; and “…the Holy Ghost will bear record of what [we] say.” 

 These scriptures and the quote from President Benson show us a “pattern” for the way our Heavenly Father‟s work is to be 

accomplished.  As always he promises great blessings if we will keep his commandments and adhere to his sayings. 

 “Wherefore, he that preacheth and he that receiveth understand one another, and both are edified and rejoice together.  And 

that which doth not edify is not of God, and is darkness” (D&C 50:22-23).  When we teach others with understanding and by the 

Spirit, we are promised that we “shall be edified and rejoice together.”  What a powerful promise!  To edify means to improve in 

mind and character.  Is that not why we are here ---to improve ourselves and to help others to improve in mind and character?  

Furthermore, we are promised if we do these things we will “rejoice together.”   

      Thank you for your obedience and dedication.  We  love you and admire you.  Stay strong and keep smiling. 

                                 Sincerely,           President Dunn 
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 Dear Elders and Sisters, 

 I‟m sending a big thank you, by way of our mission newsletter, to all those that have replaced the Raman and checked 
the battery of the flashlight in their 72 Hour Kit.  I appreciate the phone call to let me know you have accomplished that task.  
Your efforts are very helpful in keeping up with our Missionary Emergency Preparedness Plan.  Also, please make sure you 
have plenty of stored filtered water on hand.  Our hats off to the Georgian elders for their extra preparations they needed to 
make and how they did so in a timely manner.  At this writing I still need 13 more companionships to call and report the 
completion of the requested task. 

 Keep up the good work out there!  Remember what you learned in our last Zone Conferences.  We‟re all here to learn   
 and serve and grow. 

     Love,   Sister Dunn 

      

A Fond Farewell to:   

Elder  Arslanian        Elder Winchester 

Elder Meacham          Elder  Shipp 

             Get well & come back soon:  Elder Judd 

A HAPPY WELCOME TO:   Elder Larson 

Sister Dunn’s  Message 

Elder Chaney—03 

Elder Hook—14 

Elder Simonsen—20 



Gather round and you shall hear, 

Of the type of missionaries God sends here. 

Theyõre a special breed, theyõre elite, 

They pray on their knees and then work on their feet. 

No slacker is allowed to come to these lands, 

Which held to Christ even under oppressive hands. 

Seventeen Thousand years have passed in preparation 

1999 marked the year God smiled again on these nations. 

The Restored Gospel came with all of its light 

With messengers who work with all their might. 

They share the gospel wherever they can 

They love each woman, child and man. 

Theyõre obedient, loyal, tried and true 

They do all that the Lord expects them too  

They overcome trials at every turn 

They understand that every blessing is earned. 

Theyõre part of a legacy of dedication 

They meet problems without trepidation  

Theyõre master teachers and even better friends 

They learn fast and endure joyfully to the end 

They study with a purpose and pray with faith 

They know their rewards are in a higher place 

They work hard with a plan and obey mission rules 

To help Christ gather up all His chosen jewels 

Itõs truly a blessing to be in the AYM 

Where every manõs a brother and each woman a friend.  

Deep Thoughts — by  Fannie Faithful 

  During the Vietnam War, a group of  soldiers were 

ambushed & a young LDS soldier was hit in the chest.  The 

others had no choice but to leave his body in the tall grass.  

At camp  that night, they saw a figure moving towards 

them.  It was the LDS soldier!  In disbelief, they asked how 

he survived.  He pulled out a pocket version Book of 

Mormon with  a bullet lodged in it.  Holding it high in the 

air he exclaimed, “Nothing gets through Second Nephi!” 

Elder Gustin 

Daniel Christopher Hope was born in 

Lausanne,  Switzerland on 07 

September 1988.  He is the 

peacemaker in his family and always 

gets along with everyone.  Big shock 

there.  When they lived in Switzerland, 

the parents attended a wedding with him and he 

wouldn‟t hold still.  So they had to go outside. He had 

lots of fun playing and collecting rocks.  The 

ceremony ended and the people came out.  He stood 

up so he could see them and his pants fell down 

because the pockets were full of rocks!  He loves 

sports, art, history and languages. When he was in 

school, he played basketball and loved playing 

whether he won or lost.  One time, he put the ball in 

the wrong basket.  Everyone was mad but him.  He 

was just having fun!  Betcha nobody knew that he is 

strong willed.  Well he is!  Once, he spotted a stick up 

on a hill and wanted to climb and get it.  He had a 

hard time since the hill was too steep.  But he was 

determined to get it and didn‟t give up until he got to 

the top and retrieved it.  It wasn‟t the stick he wanted,   

just the challenge.   Accomplishing tasks is what Elder 

Hope is good at and why he is such a great missionary 

& leader.  We „hope‟ he will be as successful in life.  

(Sorry,  I just had to say it….. one more time.) 

Spotlights 
Elder Hope 

      

Alan William Gustin was born in 

Orlando, Florida on Aug. 4, 1988.  He 

has one sister and 6 brothers.  He is 

an Eagle Scout, like his 6 other 

brothers.  His #1 hobby is people.  He 

loves to socialize and help people.   His second 

hobby is cooking and baking.  Not only is he a good 

cook, but he cleans up the mess!  He makes delicious 

food, especially cookies.  He is a very grateful person 

and always likes to look  nice and dress neatly.  In 

high school, because he liked helping people, he 

tutored students at no charge.  Elder Gustin was 

popular and knew everyone and they all knew he 

was a Mormon.  He did lots of missionary work long 

before he was the tremendous missionary he is now.  

One of his lifelong friends has taken the discussions 

and been baptized since Elder Gustin has been here 

on this mission, thanks to his great example.  He got 

in trouble once in 3rd grade for telling a naughty boy 

that he would “go to Hell if he kept acting like that”.  

The teacher said he needed to keep those kinds of 

comments to himself.  He was in Key Club, National 

Honor Society, Spanish Club and played soccer .  He 

had a 4.0 and graduated 9th in his class of 450 

students.  Yup, we concur, he‟s one smart cookie! 

Message from the  Assistants:  

Elder Arslanian & Elder Wolfley    

transfer 

Elder Meacham 
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