
Dear Elders and Sisters,         

“Your success as a missionary is measured primarily by your commitment to find, teach, baptize, and confirm people and to 

help them become faithful members of the Church who enjoy the presence of the Holy Ghost” (Preach My Gospel, page 10).  

What a powerful and revealing statement!  Our success is measured primarily by our commitment.  Therefore, it would be an 

excellent practice to regularly ask ourselves--“How committed am I?”  Only you, the Lord, and priesthood leaders (to some degree) 

have the ability to accurately measure and the stewardship to judge your level of commitment.  Sometimes we foolishly attempt to 

judge the commitment level of others when we have no stewardship to do so.  That is always a mistake.  First of all, we are not very 

good at it.  And this is one area where practice doesn’t help much.  We cannot accurately judge others because we have no conclusive 

way to assess their motives and to know their thoughts.  Only God knows the intents of our hearts and our thoughts (D&C 6:16).  

Additionally, it is dangerous to judge others because “…with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye 

mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Matthew 7:2).  Thus, if we judge others at all, it better be righteous.  

 In missionary work outward results, such as number of baptisms, are not necessarily an accurate reflection of the commitment level 

of a missionary.   “Remember that people have agency to choose whether to accept your message.  Some may not accept your message 

even when they have received a spiritual witness that it is true” (Preach My Gospel, page 10).  Our duty is to do our best and to teach 

with power and authority and by the Spirit.  Our investigator’s responsibility is to accept the gospel message and to take action when 

they feel the Spirit.  When they opt to exercise their agency in a disappointing manner, it is their right.  We should be devastated 

but not defeated. 

Please do not ever be willfully disobedient while rationalizing that others cannot accurately measure your level of commitment.  Do we 

really believe we can fool God?  Of course we can fool men but we cannot ever fool God.  Sometimes we behave as though we think we 

can disobey and do less than our best and not have to suffer the consequences.  Does anyone ever really get away with anything in life?  

Is there such a thing as a perfect crime?  In the short-run; maybe yes.  In the long-run; no!  The Lord does not always balance the 

books at the end of each day, but of this you can be certain; the books will be balanced!  All farmers understand the law of the harvest.  

We reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7).  There are no exceptions!  We cannot plant corn and expect to harvest oats.   Foolishly, some 

may flippantly respond, “I’ll do what I want to now and I can repent later.”  Please don’t fall into that trap.  Of course we can repent 

but consider this:  bad habits are painfully difficult to break.  It will never be easier for you to make positive changes in your life than it 

is right now.  The longer you wait and the older you get, the more effort it takes to effect permanent change.  It is as simple as that.   

Satan understands this principle perfectly well.  That is why he is such an advocate of procrastination. 

We have a lot of work to do.  Even with the best case scenario, our time is shorter than we think.  We have personal work as well as 

missionary work to do and very little time to accomplish it.  We need to do our best and do whatever is necessary to be successful.  

“When you have done your very best, you may still experience disappointments, but you will not be disappointed in yourself.  You can 

feel certain that the Lord is pleased when you feel the Spirit working through you” (Preach My Gospel, page 11).  Let’s not ever forget 

the words of President Gordon B. Hinckley when he said - “Your obligation is as serious in your sphere of responsibility as is my       

obligation in my sphere” (Preach My Gospel, page 13).  These are not just words.  This is the Lord’s work.  Our obligation is serious 

 and urgent.  Time is short!   

   Sincerely,        President Dunn 
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  Dear Elders and Sisters, 

 The seasonal weather we’re experiencing right now is perfect for early morning exercises.  What a great time to work up 
an exercise routine that will carry you through the more challenging early morning temperatures ahead.  Whatever suits your style 
of getting the heart rate up and producing sweat on your forehead – Jumping Jacks, In Place Running, Sit-ups, Push-ups, etc.  Just 
one of the many benefits will be improved mood and intellectual functioning.  A good workout followed by a warm-cool shower 
and you’ll feel great!  Combine that with spiritual preparedness and planning and you’ll be ready to give your best in the AYM.   We 
pray for you, we plan for you, we’re here for you, and we love you! 

   Sincerely,        Sister Dunn 

  A Fond Farewell 

to  

   Elder Halling 
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         Your feet drag across the threshold of your house, you’re tired. Even though all 
your meetings fell through it’s still just a little past 9:30 pm when your backpack full of 
books hits the ground.  The district leader is already calling, even though he usually 
calls you last. After that you remember that you don’t have anything planned up for 
tomorrow and by the time you finally get your companion out of the bathroom 
(sickness just seems to come so suddenly) to have nightly planning, you glance at the 
clock and it’s 10:28. With a groan, you scribble a word or two in your journal and 
kneel for a half-hearted companionship prayer before bed. The moments pass slowly 
as you begin your personal plea. The next thing you remember it is 3:30 in the 
morning as you wake up to a pool of spittle under your cheek.  Grumbling, you roll 
into bed, dreading the agony that will come over you with the sound of that ridiculous 
bird call pulsing from your phone at 6:30 am.   

You’ve all had prayers similar to this. We have.  But don’t worry, so did the Apostles of 
old.  We read in the Gospels that in the garden during the Lord’s darkest hours He 
commands the Apostles to pray but upon the returning He finds them asleep.  Then 
Christ, in His tender way, admonishes them saying, “Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matt. 
26:41) 

For many of us this scripture is very true. We all want to have great spiritual prayers 
but “the flesh is weak.”  But as we learn from the Bible Dictionary under Prayer: “As 
soon as we learn [that]… God is our Father and we are his children, then at once our 
prayer becomes natural and instinctive on our part.  Many of the so called 
difficulties about prayer arise from forgetting this relationship.”   

Also sometimes we forget what our purpose of prayer is.  It is to align our will with the 
will of the Father’s and “to secure for ourselves and for others blessings that God is 
already willing to grant, but those are made conditional on our asking for 
them.” (BD) 

We should be learning the will of the Father during our prayers and then humbling 
ourselves enough to qualify for the blessings of heaven, some of which could be 
blessings we miss out on by letting our weakness of the flesh overpower our 
willingness of spirit.  For example the Apostles had the opportunity to observe our 
Savior overcome the burden of our sins and of hell, but they let the  “thorn in the 
flesh” overcome them and forego the blessings of heaven. 

Let’s not lose out on our blessings from the Lord but let’s go forward in our prayers. 
We can maintain our relationship with the Lord and deepen our love and 
understanding of His adoration toward each of us by seeking to know His will and 
afterwards obey it.  We love you and we know the Lord does too.  Trust Him and you 
cannot fail. 

   Deep Thoughts—by Teresa Testimony 

       LDS Business Ideas  

    I have an idea for a  Soup Restaurant:  It would be called ñChowder        

Darknessò and it would only serve really, really hot soup.   

 A good name for a Landscaping company would be:  ñThe Tree Nephitesò 

If I was going to open a Mormon themed Balloon store, I would call it the ñArmies 

of Heliumò.   

We should have Mormon themed Service Stations that are called:  ñWhen You 

Are In The Service of Your Fellow Beings, You Are Only In The Service Stationò 

A great Book of Mormon themed Spy Movie:  ñAbinidi Another Dayò ...Matsby

                                                             

Elder & Sister Larson 

Katherine Fager was born on 12 May, 1987 

in Santa Rosa, California, the middle child 

in a family of 5.  She has two older sisters 

and two younger brothers and she is the 

bridge and glue that holds them all together.  

Her birth was a spiritual experience and her 

parents knew that angels were escorting her to earth.  Even 

though she didn’t talk until she was 3 yrs. old (all she had 

to do was point), when she did, it was funny & cute.  When 

her mother encouraged her to eat her veggies, she replied, 

“Mommy, I’m full of beans!”  When she was 14 & a bit 

naive, her sister attending BYUIdaho, complained that they 

didn’t even have a strip mall there.  Sister Fager said, 

“That’s a good thing isn’t it?”    She loves sports,& played 

soccer, high school basketball & volleyball.  Although she 

was a good sport, she was very competitive and didn’t mind 

bumping back, when bumped by others.  She was always a 

4.0 student right through 3 yrs. of college.  In case you 

haven’t noticed, Sister Fager has a way with people.  When 

she was 17, she forgot to set the brake on the car.  They 

lived at the top of a hill.  Soon the car was missing.  It was 

found at the bottom of the hill in a yard.  Damage had been 

done to some shrubs.  The neighbor was new, furious, and 

called the police.  When Sister Fager arrived, apologized & 

offered restitution, the neighbor melted and didn’t press 

charges.  She has that effect on everyone.  AYM is putty in 

her hands.  Sister Fager for A.P.!     

Spotlights 

Sister Fager 

      

Gale grew up in Idaho, Joyce in Utah.  

The  Larson’s met at USU after his 

mission to the Eastern States.  They 

were paired up for a computer dance 

as a perfect couple, so it was only 

natural that they would marry.   They 

were sealed in the Logan Temple in 1962.  Both graduated 

from USU.  He started an engineering consulting firm and 

had 80 employees.  They have 7 children; 4 daughters and 

3 sons.  3 of those served missions. The kids were born 

close together, which helped them to be good friends.   

They boast 27 grandchildren and the families live within 

visiting distance.  The Larson’s  like to keep busy and 

have done lots of volunteer work, especially in NAMI, a 

mental health group.  Traveling is their hobby and they 

have enjoyed the cultures in many countries.   They have 

been  Temple workers and have served a mission prior to 

this one  to Laos in 2002-2003, the humanitarian couple 

there as well.    Upon returning, they were asked to help 

establish the Water Initiative Program and became the 

first “Short Term Specialists” traveling to many countries 

to help the missionary couples establish water projects.  

Then in 2007  they decided it was time for another  

mission and asked to go to Georgia , one of the countries 

they had visited.  Life has been good and they have been 

very blessed with many friends from around the world 

and a  wonderful close family.   

MESSAGE FROM THE A.P.½S 

Elder Beus & Elder Kyle  

Matching Set 

 Because thereõs nothing more annoying than when a SISTER uses your HYMn book.                       

(Editorõs note:  Sisterõs, this is the closest thing to a cartoon for you I could find.  Hereõs to you! SD)                          ....Matsby 

            Delicious to the Ear 

Matsb
y 

(Elder Beus carrying his  companion across 

the threshold into their new life together.) 


