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D0ar Compa nions 

We h a v e been t a lking l ~ t e ly, about f ~ ith and the part it pl a ys 
in our liv e s n s mi s s i ona ri es an d ~lso of the faith we must h 0 v e in 
o ur futur es . 

Ch a rles F. Ke tt e rin g , th e great mechanical wizard of General 
Motors, once sai d 11 i·,y inte r es t is in the futur e because I a m going 
to spend th e r es t cf my lif e th ere ." 

... 
God h es pl 2 nn e d t h~ kind o f futur o for us that h e himself has. 

J es us said, "In my f a th e rs house nr1: many mansions." 

We c a n build up grea t f a ith i n ri g ht e ou s n e ss, h a ve a faith in 
God a nd in our country. Fa ith i n God not only means that we believe 
in him but th a t w~ und e r s t an d th e kind of ptrson h ~ is und that we 
trust him a nd will a lw a y s follow his t& c chin g •• On e of th e moot 
import a nt as p e cts of f a ith is that we h2vc a sincere faith in our­
se lv es ~nd in our futur e . 

The apostle Ja mes said, nFaith without works is d t:n d. 11 \Jhen 
you take away th e works th e faith di e s. \Je must not only beli&ve 
in God bu t must a gree wit h him and understand him and work for him, 
whe th e r it b e a s a miss ionary, teach e r, priesthood hold~r, or wife 
a nd moth e r. 

If our path ways a r e fill e d with excellence, righteousn e ss, 
industry, planning, se lf-discipline, the future will be fill &d with 
co mfort, . peac e of mind, satisfaction and exaltation. 

May the Lord bless each nnd every mission a ry working in this 
choic e vin e yard with t he r equ ired f a it h and works to brin g a bout 
the finding of th e elect so t h at his kingdom may grow stron g e.nd 
g o forw a rd in total ri ghteousness. 

Faithfully your companions 

/'2 4 Y- ;, jh1.., ~ 
I 

Pr 8s. and Sis~r Glode 
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Dear Missionar1 Companions, 

Simple but soothing, wordles s but und e r s too d , r e fr es hing but not col d , 
childlike but not immature, given and s pr ea d--this is what a smil e 
can be. In the compl exity of lif e , oft en we forg e t what a pos itiv e 
factor it truly is. As men struggle to solv e the human probl ems th at 
face our world they many times do not re ali ze th e solution may be 
right on the tip of their tongue--a smil e . 

Ralp h Waldo Eme rson onc e de clared t ha t 11 t he onl y way to h ave a fri en d 
is to be one." We as missionaries ar e f ac e d· u ith t he chall enge of 
bringing others to be fri ends of Chri s t, sinc e r e in t he deis r e to be 
worthy of his confid enc e . As his r ep r es en t a t iv e we mus t sh a r e wi t h 
his fold the type of lov e and conc e rn he wou l d have if l aboring in 
our place. we must be true friend s of t ho se who lack t he t ruth; we 
must be sincere di s cipl es of tho se who se e k s in ce ri ty ; we mus t be 
thoughtful se rv ant s of tho se who have f oun d no thou gh t f uln ess . Wit h 
good rc:rnson th 8 Mas t e r in s truct Gd hi s Apo stl es to "chee r up" th e ir 
he arts for they h a d an eternal hop e as a ll men do . Thi s chee ring up 
proc e ss oft en mean s th e diff e r enc e be t ween su cc ess or fa ilu re of wha t 
we s e t out to do. Elb e rt Hubbard s t at e d t ha t t he li ne bGt ween f ailur e 
and s uccess is so fin e th at often a s ingl e eff ort in a ll t ha t is nee de d 
to bring victory out of app a r ent de f oa t. In our mi s s ion a ry wor k we 
are often f ace d with the ch a lleng e of ove rco min g a s piritu al de f ea t 
in r e sp e ct to thos e we ar e t ea ching. Dur lov e will make t ho diff e r enc e . 
Tho smil e of conc e rn h as moro going power ove r t he nega tiv e as pe cts 
of this life than could any s tr aight- fa ce d t hought conj ur e d up by man. 

It was onc e wis e ly sa id th at "A s mil o i s a l ig ht in t he win dow of th e 
soul indic ating th at th e he art i s a t home ." Ours i s a mes s age of lovo, 
s e renity of mind, and e t e rn al pea ce th at wi l l be vi s ualiz e d by thos e 
we meet through our own unshutt e r e d li ght e d window. At tiM8S tho s e 
whom we t ea ch will be as Enoch of old who told th e Lord th a t he would 
refuse to be comfort e d aft e r s ee in g hu wic ke dnes s t ha t would dwe ll in 
the world." But th e Lord sa id unto Enoch; Lif t up your hea rt, and be 
glad; ••• " (Moses 7:44) We now c an sh or e wit h ot he r s a kno wl e dge th at 
is unmatch e d in p8rf e ction. We know th at it c an bring to man th e 
grea t est joy, the tru es t ful f ill munt, an d l if t hi m abov e th e hop e les s ­
ness of hi s troubl e d hea rt . 

Abr aha m Lincoln onc e r omark ed --
"Mos t folks a r e about as ha ppy as th oy make up their minds to be ." 

We h ave to make up ou r mind s to be happy i f we e ve r hop e to a ff ect 
oth e r pe ople' s liv e s in s uch a mann e r. Thi s hup pin ess mus t be Godly 
and come fro m within. As J es us sa id, "Out of th s ab uncsnc e of th e 
he art, th e mouth s pe3ke th." (Matt. 12 : 34) The dugr ee in wh ich we opon 
our he art s to thos e in noe d will be r e fl e c t e d in our count en anc e . 
The y will s ens e our joy an d its s ur e ty, ch an gi ng t hoi r liv es s o a s to 
smil e out s ide and within as we do. 



TIIE GATE OF UAPTIStvf 

by President David O. McKay 

"Baptism," said the Pro7'het Josenh s.,,,ith, "is a sipn to f,ocl, ••• 
and there is no other way beneath tl1e ~ec1.vens wherel iy fiod hath 
ordained for man to come to 4i~ to he saved, and enter into the 
l(ingdoJn of God, excent fait l, in .Jesus Christ, re-:,entance, and 
baptism for the remission of sins, ,m<l any other course is in 
vain; then you have the nror.iise of the pi ft of the Holy Ghost." 
(Teachings of the Pronhet Joseph ~mith, n. 198.) 

Bantisrn is one of the first nrinciples and ordinances of the 
gospel. As an established rite of the Church, it is classified 
clearly as an ordinance. Thoup.h in the strict analysis it may 
not be considered a principle in t l:.e sense t :1nt faith and repen­
tance are nrincinles, yet it becomes such, inasMuch as it is law 
established by divine power. 

Baptism always connotes the fundamental princi~les of spiritual 
rrowth. Associated with this ordinance are sincerity, simpli­
city, and purity--sincerity, "the mother of a noble family of 
virtues," and simplicity and nurity, "the two winr-s with which 
man soars above the earth and all temporary nature." 

Everyone who desires to have arlministered unto hiM this sacred 
rite should possess these three virtues. Me should ro Lefore 
his Maker in sincerity, with contrite and l)cni tent heart, acknow­
ledge his weaknesses and errors, anrl manif~st a desire to live 
a new life. He should have no selfish ends to serve. He should 
sincerely desire to come into the fold of Goel, to he mtff1hered 
wi tl1 His people, and "to bear others' burdens th at they may he 
light." Only in this manner can the eternal princinle of true 
renentance be made manifest. 

"Rlessed are the pure in heart," the Savior taught, "for they 
shall see God." No il"pure heart, th('lurh hantized a hundren 
times, can apnroach hiJT1. 

Simplicity is manifest in one's intent. Pro~ntinp. the soul to 
obedience, it drives from it all desire to ostentation, puhlicity, 
personal honor, or earthly emoluments. The simple desire to 
comply with one of God's commclndments is manifest in worthy 
intent. 

Nor is it in the intent alone that t'.1e virtue of simplicity is 
associated; it is found in the administration of the orclinance as 
1'1ell. Every account of baptism in sacred history bears evidence 
of this. Take, for examnle, the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan; 
of Oueen Candace's servant by Philip; of the jailor by Paul and 
Silas; of Cornelius and his household by Peter; and of Helam and 
others by AJma. All these instances seem. to have been character­
ized by simplicity an<l sacredness. There is no evidence of set 
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~eriods of preparation, of pompous cerePony, and of irrelevant 
rites. Faith in the Lor0 Jesus Christ, renentance frow sin, as 
shown in sincerity and nurity nf life, and a desire to become 
affiliated with God's peonle were the only prenaratory renuire­
ments. 

Jesus was bantized of John in orrer to "fulfill all riohtenus­
ness" (see Matt. 3:15), "but the Pharisees ;ind lawyers rejecter 
the counsel of God against themselves, heinR not h8ntize~ of 
him." (Luke 7:30.) 

To Nicodemus Jesus said, "Excent a man he horn of Nater :mr1 of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdoT" of G0d." (John 3:5.) 

To the Members of the Church in general, Peter wrote, "Por ye 
are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as have been haptized into Christ have put on Christ." 
(Gal. 3:26-27.) "The like filmre whereunto even baptis'fT'! doth . 
also now save us ••• by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 
(I Pet. 3:21.) 

In these three instances we have set forth clearly t~e three­
fold purpose of the ordinance of haptism: 

(1) A rite established by God hi~self anJ associated with the 
eternal princinle of riphteousness--comnliance with the 
law, therefore, bein~ essential to man's salvation. 

(2) An initiatory ordinance--the P,ntew::i.y lenclinp to rnembershin 
into the fold of Christ. 

( 3) A beautiful and cuh 1 i me syJT1ho 1 tyni fyin ~ the huri fl 1 of t], e 
old person with all his weaknesses and il"".purities, ~nn the 
coming forth into a newness of life. 

The ordinance of baptism is a l~w of God, ohedience to which-­
in sincerity, in purity, in si~nlicity--hrinrs inevitably the 
promised blessing of the C0mforter, a divine ruirle, who~ they 
who "change the or,Jinance and trans11ress the lnw" can never 
know. Thou~h men may scoff at it, riJicule it, and doubt its 
efficacy, h~ptism remains ever, even in its simnlicity, not 
only one of the most beautiful symbols kno wn, but also one of 
the most effective 1 aws o~eratin p.: for the s al vat ion of J11an. In 
baptis~, then, as in all other thinps, all ~en should follow 
him who said: 

" I am the 1 i 11 ht o f the Nor 1 d : he th c't t f o 11 o t-1 et h me s 1i <l 11 
not walk in darkness, but sh al 1 have t:1e 1 i ght of 1 i :f'e." 
(John 8:12.) 



A DISCOURSE BY MELVIN J. BALLARD 

I think as I read the story of Abraham's sacrifice of his son Isaac, that our 
Father is trying to tell us what it cost him to give his Son as a gift to the 
world. You remember the story of how Abraham's son came after long years of 
wa iting and was looked up on by his worthy sire, Abraham, as more precious than 
a ll his other possessions; ye t, in the midst of his rejoicing, Abraham was told 
to take this only son ~ d of fe r hi m as a sacrifice to the Lord. He responded. 
Can you feel what was in t he heart of Abraham on that occasion, you love your 
son just as Abraham did, pe r ha ps not quite so much, because of the peculiar 
circumstances, but what do you think was in his heart when he saw Isaac bidding 
f arewell to his moth er to t ake that thre e -days journey to the appointed place 
where the sacrifice was to be made? I imagine it was all Father Abraham could 
do to keep from showing hi s gr e at gri e f and sorrow at that parting, but he and 
his son trudged along thr ee days toward the appointed place, Isaac carrying the 
f agots that were to consume th e sa crific e . Tho two travelers rested, finally, 
at th e mountainside, ~d t he men who ha d accompanied them were told to remain 
whil e Abraham and his son st arted up the hill. 
The boy then said to his fath er: "Why father, we hav e the fagots; we have the 
fire to burn the sacrifice; but where is the sacrifice?" It must have pierced 
the heart of Father Abraham to hear the trusting and confiding son say: "You 
have forgotten the sacrifice." Looking at the youth, his son of promise, the 
poor father could only say: "The Lord will provide." 
They ascend e d the mountain, gathered the stones together, and placed the fagots 
upon them. Then Isaac was bound, hand and foot, kneeling upon the altar. I 
presume Abraham, like a true father, must have bean drawn out in that hour of 
agony toward his son who was to di e by the hand of his own father. Every step 
proceeded until the cold st eel was drawn, ~d the hand raised that was to strike 
th o blow to let out the life's blood, when the angel of the Lord said, "It is 
enough." 
Our Father in Heaven went all that and more, for in his case the hand was not 
s t ayed. He loved His Son, Jesus Christ, better than Abraham ever loved Isaac, 
for our Father had with him His Son, our Redeemer, in the eternal worlds, 
f a ithful and true for ages, standing in a place of trust and honor, and ~he 
Father loved him dearly, and yet he allowed this well-beloved Son, to descend 
from his place of glory and honor, where millions did him homage, down to the 
e arth, a condgscension that was not within the power of man to conceive. He 
c ame to receive the insult, ~e abuse and the crown of thorns. God heard the 
cry of his Son in that moment of great grief and agony, in the garden when, it 
i s s a id, the pores of his body opened and drops of blood stood out upon him and 
He cried out: "Father if thou be willing, remov e this cup from me." I ask you 
what father and mother could stand by and not rend e r aid ~d assistance? I have 
heard of moth ers throwing th ems e lves into raging streams when they could not 
swim a stroke to sav e th e ir drowning children, rushing into burning buildings, 
to r escu e those whom th ey lov ed. 
We cannot stand by and list en to thos e cries without its touching our hearts. 
The Lord has not giv en us th 8 pow8r to save our own. He has given us faith, 
and we submit to th e inevit ab l e ; but he had tho power to save, and he loved His 
Son, and he could have sa ved him. Ha might have rescued him from the insult 
of the crowds. He might hav e rescu e d him when the Son, hanging between the 
two theiv es,was mocked with "Save thyself, and come down ~ram the cross, He 
sa ve d others, himself he cannot sav e ." He listened to all this. He saw that 
Son condemned; he saw that Son finally upon Calvery; he saw his body stretched 
out upon the wooden cross; he saw the cruel nails driven through hands and feet, 
and th e blows that broke the s kin, tore the flesh, and let out the life's blood 
of his Son. He looked upon that! 
In tho c aso of our Father, the knif e was not stayed but it fell and as the 
lif e 's blood of his belov e d Son went out, his Father looked on with great grief 
and agony over his beloved Son, until there soems to have come a moment when 
oven our Savior cried out in despair; "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me ?" In that hour I think I can see our Dear Fath.er opening the veil looking 
upon these dying struggles until even He could not endure it any longer; and, 
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like the mother who bids f arewell to he r dying chil d , has to be take n out or 
the room, so as not to look upon the last stru gg l es, so he bowed hi s he ad , ~ ~ ~ 
hid in some part of his universe, his gre at he art a lmost br e aking for th e l o 
that he had for his Son. Oh, in that moment when he might have s aved hi s Sn t 

I thank him and praise him that he did not f ail us, for he had not only t he 
love of His Son in mind, but He also had love for us. I r e joic e th at he di d 
not interf e re, and that his love for us made it possible for him to endu r e t o 
look upon the sufferings of his Son ~d giv e him f in ally to us , our Savior and 
our Redeemer. Without Him, without his s acrific e , we would have rema in e d, 2ne 
we would never have come glorified into his pr e s enc e . And so this is what it 
cost, in part, for our Father in Heoven to giv e th e gift of his Son to us . 
How do I appreciate this gift? If I only knew what it cost our Fa th er t o giv P 
his Son; if I knew how essential it was th ot I s hould have th a t Son, I am 5ur , 
I would always be present at the sacrament tabl e t o do honor to the gift t h~t 
has come to us, for I realize that the Father has s a id that He , t he Lord, our 
God, is a jealous God--jealous least we should ign or e and forg et and sl i ght h 1-
gre atest gift of all. I know that no man or woman s hall ever come to s t and i 
the pres ence of our Father in Heaven, or be ass oc i at ed with th e Lord J es us 
Christ, who does not grow spiritually. Without sp iritu a l gro wth we sh al l not 
be prepared to enter into the divine pr esenc e of our Father and His Son. I n,,3~ 
the s~crament; I need to renew my covenants ev e ry week ; I need the bl e ssing 
that comes with and through it. I know that what I am talking about it tru e . 
I bear witness to you that I know that the Lord lives. I know th ot He has mac 
this s acrifice and this atonement. He has given me a foretast e of the se thi ng~. 
I recall an experience which I had two ye ars ago, bea ring witn e ss to my soul c' 
the reality of his death, of his crucifixion, and his resurrection, th at I sh ~!'. 
never forget. I bear it to you tonight, ad with thanksgiving in my soul. I 
know that He lives and I know that through him men must find th e ir salvation, 
and that we cannot ignore this blessed of f e ring that he ha s giv en us as th e 
means of our spiritual growth to prepare us to come to him and be ju s tifi ed . 
Away on a Ft. Peck reservation where I was doing missionary work with some of 
our brethr en, labouring among the Indi ans, s eeking th e Lord for light to dec i c• 
certain matters pert a ining to our work th ero, and r ece iving a witness from Hi~ 
that we were doing things according to his will, I found myself one evening i n 
the dreams of the night in th at s acred building, th e t emple, after a sessio n n' 
prayer and rejoicing I was informed that I should hav e the privilege of ent er­
ing into one of those rooms, to mee t a glorious personag e , and as I enter e d 
the door• I saw, seated on a r a is e d platf orm, th e most glorious be ing my eyes 
have ever beheld, or that I eve r conc e iv ed exi s t ed in all th e et e rn al worlds. 
As I appro ached to be introduc e d, He aros e and st epped towards me with ext end,,, 
arms, and he smiled as He softly spok e my name . If I sh a ll liv e to be a mil­
lion years old, I sh all never forg e t th at smil e . He took me into his arms an c 
kiss e d me and pressed me to his bosom, and bl esse d me until the marrow of my 
bon e s seem e d to melt; when he had finish e d, I f e l l a t his f eet, and as I bat h ~ 
them with my tears and kiss es, I saw th e prints of the nails in the f ee t of t r 
Re deemer of the world. The f eeling that I had in the presenc e of him who hat r 
all things in his hands, to have his lov e , his aff ection, and his bl e s s ing w~s 
such that if I ev er c an receiv e that of which I had but a foretaste, I woul d 
give all th a t I am, all th at I ev er hope to be to f e el what I then felt. 
Go to the sacram ent tabl e . And, th at is a ble s s ed privilege th a t I now r ej cic 
in, and I would be ashamed, I know, 

8
s I f e lt t hen , to st ond in his pr e s enc e 

and try to offer any apology or excus e for not having kept hi s commandment s 
and honored him by bearing witness, befor e the Fath er and before men, th at I 
beiieve in him, and that I liv ed by and through his spiritu a lity. If we ca~ 
only bring our boys and girls to fe e l the nee d of th e se t hings, th ey wil l be 
at the sacrament meeting, and we will be th e r e . I see J esus now, not upon t~ . 
cross; I don't see his brow pierced with thorn s , nor his hands torn wit h t hL 
nails, but I see him smiling, with ext ended arms, s aying to us a ll: "COME TO 
ME." 



MIS SION RY HELPS 
- sickle sharpeners-

1. THI NK POSITIVELY 
A. Did I allow ne ga tive t 110ugh ts to disco urage me today'? 
B. Did I change tl 1e su bj e ct or point out its positive side when negative 

things were discusse d by my companion, other missionaries or investi­
gators? 

2. SIMPLIFY 
A. Did I confu se anyone by br ing ing up subjects which are not well under­

stood and wr.i ch are not r art of the regular presentation? 
B. Did I say "I don't kn ow" nr "I 'll find out for you" rather than 

speculate on .somet h i ng I don 't compl e tel y understand? 

3. B~ A CHALL~NGING MISSI,NA ·, y 
A. Did I ch a llen ge myself to accoopli~h cert a in th i ngs today and did I 

achieve them? 
B. Did I challen ge each investi c ator ~,it: whom I talked to set a goal 

and work toward it ? 

4. TEACH THE FIRST PRI NCIPL ES 
A. Did I make an effort to teach faith, repentence, baptism, and the gift 

of the Holy Ghost in so me way to each inv ~stigator with whom I spoke? 

5. TESTIFY 
A. Did I bear testimony to the truthfulness of t he Goepel in each visit? 
B. Did I becom e i nvolv ~d in any arguments concernin c the Gospel? 
C. Did I teach through testimony? 

6. .STUDY 
A. Did I set aside a definite time to study and cover the most important 

things durin g my study time? 

7. HtALTH 
A. Did I use wi~dom~.in regard to diet, sleep, and exercise? 

8. CCNCENTRATE 
A. Did I take time to revi ew our b e st potential members and visit them 

or stop by to hold family prayer with them? 
B. Did I waste time with anyone vho I am convinced is not rece ptiv e to 

the truth? 

9. WORK OV .SRTH f,:.; FOR THB LORD 

10. 

11 • 

12. 

13 . 

A. Did I dv more than I am re quire ~ to do today in serving the Lord? 

ORGANIZE YOUR EFFCRTC 
A. Did I t ake tim e to p lan nn d revi ew? 

PRAY AL1ii',YS 
A. Did the Lord hear my pray ers today or was I prayin g to myself? 

LOOK THE PART 

:a-r. .•!J 

A. Did I convey a friendly, happy attitude to all those with whom I 
assoc i at e d? 

B. ~as my physic a l appearance repr e sentative of a minister of the true 
Gospel o f J es us Christ? 

A SPIRITUAL MISSICN: l/Y 
,, 

h o d as I prayerful? 
B. ~!a s I humble? 
c. Did I work Vii th an eye single to the g lory of God? 
D. Did I think nobl e thou r_:hts? 




