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Hy Dear Nissionary Companions, 

We are extremely anxious to see our great mission move forward at an even 
faster pace. For this reason we are askin g the full-time missionaries to 
reinforce two of the basic programs of the Church. Both have been divinely 
inspir~d for the benefit of the restored Church of Jesus Christ and are 
ess ential for its continued progress . If we can but help our beloved 
Saints here in our mission realize their r e sponsibiliti e s as to the "Home 
Teaching n and "Family Home Evening" programs we will hav e all contributed 
much to the success of this choice part of the Lord's kingdom. 

Home Teaching is a basic program of th e Church and must th erefore becom e 
much improved from what it has bee n in our mission to date . We feel by 
having the full-time missionaries help implement the mission program now 
being emphasized in all branches and districts, we will s ee th e desir ed. 
results and will all be able to take pride in our accomplishme ·nts. If 
the home teachers do their part and the Home Teaching improves, then the 
Family Home Evening program becom es a natural consequence and these two 
proerams .will bring to our members th e promised blessings of our Father 
in Heaven. We will se e gr eater love and unit y among the Saints and all 
other phases of Church activity will bene fit. 

Le t's go forth, my devoted companions, wor king diligently and inaginatively 
so we will be able to soon s ee th e fruits of our labors . Your proselyting 
activiti e s must not de cre as e but should de riv e many ben e fits as the members 
seek to live th e beautiful pro grams of th e Church. In so doing they will 
radiat e the meaning of the Gospel in their lives, so others seeing their 
good works will want to l ea rn about th e good tidings of th e restored Gospel. 

We must not for ge t to ch a ll eng e , Testify, Baptiz e and when nec essary, Leave 
Without Excuse so th e Lord's purposes will be accomplished, but may we also 
he lp edify thos e who hav e alre ady a cc ept ed Baptis m and make th em recipients 
of thos e choice bl essin gs in st or e for th e faithful. 

Hay the Lord bless us in our gr ea t a s s ignment! 

Sinc er e l y your broth e r, 
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A wise man once said, 11A man convinced against his will is of the same opin
ion still." But we might also add, " If you can change . the hear t , the mind 
will follow," 

As I think of our callings to "testify and warn th e people" (D & C 88:81) and 
to bring about "convert baptisms" (Mission Handbook), the time we so often 
spend "defending the Gospel" in scriptual debates stands out in my mind a.s of 
questionable value, I can think of more than once when I have _be en. challe nged 
by ministers and others to support our beliefs with scriptures and hav e found 
my knowledge wanting, I am not saying by any means that we as missionaries 
should not be adept as students of the scriptur es. Even with a wi l ling, con
trite investigator, you cannot teach what you do not know. But I am s aying 
that that is not enough, nor is it primary, Though I have known and hea r d of 
many outstanding missionaries, I don't recall a single instance of a person 
being converted by their arguments. I believe, as I'm sure you do, t hat ar 
guing as such is purely a waste of time. 

Then how are people converted? By the Spirit, of course. I think sometimes 
that the greatest trutps to be learned in t his life (and perha ps all trut hs) 
are never really discerned by the logical kind of reasoning we are taught in 
school. There is another kind of reasoning done by the heart (I guess) wh:i.ch 
the mind often fails to comprehend, It is this kind of reasoning not the 
physical "two plus two equals four" kind that tells us you can ta ke out 10;; 
for tithing and still have more left at the end of the month than if you 
didn't pay it. It also tells us you can attend to your Church duties first 
and study your hardest later and still come out ahead, even th ough there 
really aren I t tha .t many hours in a day. That kind of thing i s not logica1, 
but it's true, 

I believe this is what Paul was trying to teach the idolatrous Corinthians 
when he said, "For what man knoweth t he things of a man, save the spir i t of 
man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God. But the natural man receiveth n·ot the things of the Spi rit of God; 
for they are foolishness unto him: neithe r can he know them, because the v ar e 
spiritually discerned." (I Car. 2:11.,14) 

I pray that we may learn to teach and reason by the Spirit--wi th ministers, 
with our investigators, and with ourselves--that we might not only know the 
Gospel but also know the Lord, 

May the Lord prosper our righteous efforts. 

Sincerely your brother, 

/,./1~~ 
El der J, Devn Cornish 



It may be very interesting to know that t he most outstanding th i ng about 
the Gospel of Je s us Christ is i t s happines s. The pu rp ose of the Church 
is to prepare us for t hat highest stan dard of living which God himself 
enjoys. 

Every part of the Gospe l with i t s gl ad tidings of great joy, was int ended 
to make our lives happier, where as bittern ess, sin, hate, and all of the 
evil emotions produc e poisons i n the body and he lp to cause a ll kin ds of 
physical and mental disord ers . Many of us , as missionaries, have the op
portunity of seeing the Gospe l e nt e r the l ives of others. I n descri bing 
this quality of joy th at gets i n to people' s hearts and shine s out throu gh 
their eyes and facest we someti mes s ay t ha t they have a light in their 
eyes, or their faces beam, or their personali ty is aglow, an d yet none 
of these things is actuall y true. There isn 't any light at a ll. And ye t 
there is something shinin g fro m t he i r faces that we can reco gnize but can
not describe. Such was the cas e when John the Revelator des cribed the 
r e surrected Jesus as he appear ed to him on the Isle of Patmo s , "His head 
and his hairs were white li ke wool , as whi te as snow; and hi s eyes were 
as a flame of fire, and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they were 
burned in a furnace; and his vo ice as the sound of many wate r s." 
(Rev. 1:14-15) 

The scripture says that no man has seen God at any time in the flesh, ex
cept when quickened by the spi ri t of God. But if we live t he Gospel' s 
glad tidings of great joy, we may some day qualify for that celestial 
order. Then we may understand the meaning cf such phrases as 11eternal 
happiness" and a "fulness of joy". In the meantime, as repr esent a tiv es 
of His Church, we must enlarge our hopes of eternal happiness by doing 
those things that He has specified. 

We are children of God. He is our Father in every deed. We may i nc r ea s e 
that relationship. Without this concept as the foundation of our lives, 
our chances for temporal happiness and true success are limi te d; our pos
sibility for eternal joy and exaltation is nonexistent. But with it in 
sharp focus we will best be able to comprehend and realize t he gre a t sta te 
ment that "men are that they might have joy" available to us only if we 
live in a condition of righte ousness with dedication, consta nt pr ayer , 
obedience, and sacrifice. Pra ying always that the Lord's choicest bless
ings may fall upon us, I remain, 



The following is the Dedicatory Pra yer given by Elder Spencer W. KimbaU 
of the Dedication of the Central .Ameri can countries as a mis si cu , gi vn1 on 
November 16, 1952, in Guatemala City, Guatemala. 

O God the Eternal Father, we ask Thee in the name of Thy Son J esn s .Chdst 
to hear our special prayer this day, a.'1d to speedi ly fulfill t he gre at pr omise;; 
made by Thy holy prophets concerni ng Thy long di stressed and dev r ive d peorle. 

Holy Father, we stand this day on the land of Zion, the promised l a 1:1-l mad e 
sacred by the words, the movements and the activit ies of the righteou s s aints 
and prophets of earlier times and especially sanctified by the. repeated visits 
of Thy Beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ , and the ~.and ~1hich was also later 
desecrated and cursed by the folli es , sins and unrighteousness of the descend 
an ts of Thv chosen ones. 

Our F~ther, we re member with bleed ing hearts , the sad afflictions of these 
children of Lehi in the centuries fo l lowing their discovery by t he Gentiles 
from across the many waters. We are mindful of their ceaseless wanderings, 
their untold sufferings an d their constant ba ttles for survival . We sec them 
driven from their ri vers of fish, their fert i l e acres l ush with crops and from 
their homes and ot her belongings. 

We see them scattered, intimidated and pushed. We see them as sheep with
out a shepard, disp ossessedj enslaved, bran ded and massacred. We see them 
hung ry, sore, sick and finally reservationed. We see the m spiritually bound 
dov.rn by superstition and blinded by the doctrines of men and we cry unto Thee: 
How long, 0 Lord, must they suffer? How lor ,~ must the sins of the parents be 
visited upon the heads of the chi ldren? How long before they n:1y be emanci
pated? How long before the rich promises for them may be frlfi ,_led? How long 
be fore they may r ise in honesty and st r ength and power of their ultimate des;,. 
tin y? 

We come at thi s time, Heavenly Father, to this part of Zio .1, even to Cen·
tral America, assigned by Thy prophet, his counselors and the T,;relve to set 
the boundaries th ere of and t o implement the work so th at here may be preached 
with increa sed power the glc:rio us doctr ines of salvation to Thy people at lon g 
bound by the chains of da rkness . 

Our hearts go to Thee ~n gr a titude, dear Father, that the .sreat truth s of 
the everlasting Gos pel hav e ;:>,'.!e n 2s tablished on this land through Thy Son Jesus 
Christ in person, and that they huv ~ been given to men by resto:ation thro ugh 
the Prophet Joseph Smith~ t hat th2 he <'-vens so long clo se d and l ·)cked by t he 
disbelief and wic kedness of Thy re be llious children have again 'j een opened ; 
that the Pri e sthood so long with he l d £:·om u':lworthy and unbeliev ing souls has 
been entrusted now to Thy sons upon th e ear t h; that Thy kingdom has again been 
given to men with all fac i liti 2s , 2-~~enci 2.s c':l.d power s, and that exalt ati on has 
aga in been made o,yail able to El l souls who will comply with Thy commandments. 

Gracious Fathe r , we thank Thee f or t he repea ted assurance :hr ough Thy 
prophet s that these scattered r emnants of Is r ael on this contin :mt, the choi
ces t of all land s, would be brough t t o the knowledge of Thee an i Thy program 
and be permitted to hear th e gos pe J.; bear th e. Holy Priesthood a 1d become a 
blessed people through their right eousness a:1.d we express grati :ude to Thee 
tha t that day has come an d tha t truth has li t erally sprung from the ground and 
that ancient voices have literally spoken fr om the dust; that t · 1e ang el Moroni 
ha s directed the footsteps of the Prophet Jo"eph to the lon g hi dden recor ds; 
that those sacred plates have been faithfully tr ansla ted by Thy gift and by 
Thy power revealing to all men and especially to the seed of Abt ahe.m, Isa ac, 
Jacob and Joseph, the secon d and compelling witn ess of the l ife , ministry, 
death, resurrection, total triumph and glory of Thy Beloved Son, Je sus Chris t. 



We are grateful that Thy servants were led to discover th is fruitful land 
with its chosen gospel; that othe r faith ful ones were directed to our American 
Zion to colonize the land and bring their witnes s, the Bible with them and 
that strong men were inspired to plan for and secure independe nce for tha t 
part of the promised land which was to be the birthplace of Thy restored king
dom when freedom of religious bel ief had been firmly establish ed. we are 
grateful that the devastating pers ecusio n and promised and inev itable scat
tering has ceased or been reduce d and that the gathering and blossoming has 
begun. 

We are grateful, kind Father, that Thy spirit has touched these Central 
American countries and for the measure of peace, tranquility and religious 
liberty and freedom which exists he re. We praise Thy Holy Name that Thou has 
made possible the proselyting of Thy people here and we ask Thee to bless and 
inspire the presidents of these nations, with all their associates in power, 
that their hearts may be touched and that they may be come nursi ,1g fathers and 
mothers to their peoples and that they may receive us as Thy true servants and 
messengers, and that the way may be opened for free, undisturbed and unlimited 
missionary work among their citizens. 

Father in Heaven, grant that peac e may come to the world; that Thy many 
sons may be released from military duty to serve in tea ching r ighteousness to 
the frustrated people of the earth. Bless , we pray Thee, the mission ar y work 
in all the world but today we ask Thy special bl e ssings upon t he Lamanite 
cause and ask that the seed of Lehi in thes e Central Ameri can count ries and 
the gentiles among them may see and hear and understand and have the courage 
and fortitude to accept and live the exalti n progr am of Thy di~ in e gospel. 
Let stony hearts be turned into hearts of fl esh. Let repentencc come in great 
measure. Let them acc ept the rev ealed word as preached and thirsty lands 
drink in the rains of heaven. 

Bless the missionaries and the Saints that gr ea t power be given them, tha t 
their devotion may increase, that their labors may be fruitful, their testi
monies convincing, that this great people ntay be converted and be helped. 

Be pleased, Holy Father, to stay the powers of evil, bind the hands of 
those who would frustrate Thy work he re, rai se up friends to Th y cause and let 
Thy work flourish and prosper amotg this pe ople. 

Now, our Father, let Thy ceas e less reve la tions flow to Thy prophets, seers 
and revelators and particularly to Thy chosen prophet, President David 0. McKay 
who stands at the head of the church, that t : e work of emancipa t ion of these 
millions of Thy chosen people be pro spered and Thin e oft repeat3d covenan ts to 
Abraham, Is aa c and Jacob be fulfilled. Smile upon the serious 1ttempts of Thy 
humble servants and consecr ate all their e ffo rt s to the good of this people. 

Let peace reign here in Central America and in all the world, give succes s 
and accomplishment to the new presid ency of this mission with all their associ
ates, let conversion come to many and let Thy kingdom be establ ish ed here as in 
other parts of Thy vineyard. 

And now, Holy Father, we pray that when these, the seed of ancient pro
phets shall have paid the uttermost farthing, the penalty of re bellion and dis
obedience, when they shall have hunge red eno ugh, an d wept enou g"l, and agoni-zed 
enough and repented sufficiently, let them blossom as the ros e 1pon the moun
tain, and let them be converted "a nati on at a day" and let Thy work be glori 
fied and Thy people receive the promised ble ss ings. This we pr 'ly for Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the Glory fore ver. A~en . 
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