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‘Dear Missionary Companions:

As you commenced your missions you received careful and
specific instructions regarding "Missionary Standards™ from the
general authorities. As you prepared yourselves in the LTM again
these standards were reviewed very carefully. Upon arriving at
the mission home you received the missionary rules to be used as
a guide during your entire Guatemala-El Szlvador mission.

Your being here as a missionary is an evidence of your will-~
ingness to abide by missionary standards. These rules are for
the benefit of each and everyone of us and by living in accordence
with them we will be entitled to the richest blessings both temporal
and spiritual we as missionaries have been promised.

To review just a few very important rules:

1. A missionary is never to be alone or without his (own) . .
companion. _

2. Missionaries should not touch the opposite sex except

to shake hands.s

3. Adherence fto a daily schedule that includes arising
between 6:30 A.}M. and vetiring at 10:30 P.M.

4. Daily personal as well ac companion study with emphasis
on the Stendard Works.

5. Daily personal and companion prayers. (This is not a
rule to be obeyad just because it's a rule but because daily
prayers are needed to keep us in tune with the Lord,)

I humbly suggest you and your companion take time out to
once again study the rules of the mission and put your daily
activity in full accord so that we may all become more effec-
tive servants of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Con much amor,

P
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Harvey#. Glade,




"1t made wmz shiver, T ostout mede vp my mind to pray end see if I
couldn’t try to guit being the kind of bov 1 was and be better. So I kneel-
ed down. But the words wouldn't come. Why wouldn't they? It weren't no
use to try and hide it from Him. I knowed very well why they wouldn't come.
It was because I weren't square; it was beczuse I was playing double. I was
letting on to give up sin, but away inside cf me I was holding on to the
biggest one of all. I was :31ng to make my mouth say I would do the right
thing and the clean thing But deep down in me, I knowed it was a lie, and
He knowed it. You can't pray a lie...I fournd that out." Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn--Mzrk Twain.

in has expregsad in different words a principle of the gospel
familiar to all of us as Lattes ; The Doctrine and Covenants
would most likely put it Jiffe idea is the same--sincerity
or willingness to 'pay the price v if we honestly expect our
prayers to be answered.

Is theve a missionary that has nov knelt at the side of his bed to
ask his Father's help that he wmight be a more spiritual person, that his
testimony might grow, or that Brother Gomez might overcome his Word of Wis-
dom problem? T'm sure this and & ayriad of other things have cften been
included in our prayers.

o

Examining our words in light of this insight by Mark Twain we are re-
minded of something that we all kunow well. When we ask for spirituality,
do we think, among other things, of how we could be better companions, and
have more love between us? When we pray for a stronger testimony, do we
challenge ourselves to share it more often that it might grow? When we
ask that an investigator might be strengthened, are we living daily so that
we can confidently assure Brother Gomez that God blesses for obedience and
that he answers prayvers?

We are told that if we ask, we shall receive, and that if we knock, it
will be opened unte us. But I wonder how many times we knock and then for-
get to walk in when the door is opened. President Joseph F. Smith has said
that "There ig nothing more conducive teo real progress in faith, wisdom,
knowledge and power that constant activity in seeking to do good." We ask
for favors and God gives us opportunities. The common ground between the
asking and the receiving is nothing more than honest work,

We have been called to serve with all our heart, might, mind and strength.
It's reassuring to know that evervoene of us can please our Father in Heaven
and honorably fulfill our call by simply doing our best. As we do so, we
learn how to walk in the deor omce it's opened. We grow personally and in
turn those lives that we are trying to touch are influenced and strengthened.

Mav we he blessed in our efforts, and have jov in fulfilling our

Sincerely,

Edeten éﬁé&ﬁﬁ&ﬁé~§é¢&$%7

Elder Richard K. Strong




In the Garden of Gethsemane our lLord prayed: '"Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me." (John 17:20-21)

In this, the Lord's last prayer to his Father in Heaven before being
carried away to stand unjust and ridiculous trial and subsequent
crucifiction, he prayed that his zpostles '"be one'". We find in this the
importance that Christ must have put on unity among his apostles. This
same sermon can be applied to us as missionaries in thinking of our
tremendous responsibility of serving the Lord as one of his disciples.

Christ desired that his disciples 'be one" in the same way that he and
his Father were one, and therefore the disciples might ''be one in (Them)"
also. We see the necessary condition that to be one with the Father and
Son they (the apostles) first had to be one in and smongst themselves.
Indicating the result of this complete unity Christ continues, that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me' or in other words, so that the
gospel could be spread to the world.

We, brothers and sisters, are the disciples of Christ in this day. We
too have a great need to bhecoxe a2t ''one’ not only amongst ourselves but
also one with God and Jesus Christ., It is implied by the scripture that
if the apostles weve not "one'' then the world would not believe in the
divine mission of Christ that they would proclaim. Being an ambassador
of the Lord puts a great responsibility on us. To be one with our com-
panions, our digtrict members, our district and zone leaders should be
our goal. Thus, being unified amongst ourselves, we may hope for a unlty
with God and His Son. Far too often I have listened to a cr1tic121ng
missionary backbite or find fault with a companion or a district or zone
leader. As a "new missionary" 1 was appalled at times by the way
"brothers and sisters in the faith (the Lord's anointed)' spoke about one
another. Criticism end faultfinding is one of Satan's most cunning and
unrecognized tools in the destroying the spirit of man. It is a vicious
habit which destroys unity and love. It eats and eats at a person

until all of the good inside of him is devoured, and therefore, being
"left unto himself, to kick against the pricks, to persccute the saints,
and to fight against God,” he perishes.

Christ taught a lesson to the Nephites and Lamznites: 'For verily,
verily I say unto you, he that hath the spirit of contention is not of
me, but is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth
up the hearts cf men to contend with anger, one with another. Behold,
this is not my doctrine, to stir up the hearts of men with anger, one
ggalnst another; but this is my doctrine, that such things should be done
away." (3 Nephi 11:29-30)



On the -other hand comprehension, understanding for basic differences in
people and a true love and empathy for others are factors that help build
progressive unity. The most productive and rewarding times that I person-
ally have spent during my mission.have been a direct-result of companion,
district and zone unity in. .striving to obtain mutual goals. Working toget-
her is fantastically enjoyable and satisfying because of the sharing element.
In this atmosphere, love, happiness and the influence of the Holy Ghost can
be felt.' :The Holy Ghost binds us together while Satan tries to break these
bonds. We must seek unity and the Holy GChost.

Dedication Month is the perfect opportunity for all missionaries with their
leaders to plan activities to improve unity and effectiveness. It is a time
to get together as a dlStrlCt and 1nstruct each other in the pr1nc1ples of

%oals ‘for" SUCcess 1n them.

Qet us unlfy ourselves That we, as a result, may then become unified with
God -and HlS Son through prayer and diligent work in spreading His Gospel is
prayer.r~-

Sincerely,

D Y - g /,/‘4;\:{%"7
e / (7% g ufé?///(/

‘ oL T Elder iéiry W. Bowen

e e e mard e

i

fhexfollowing is an eécefpt taken from Elder Daniel Graham's final "Letter
to the President': '

As T sit writing my last letter on a jet flying north, I feel in all .its
force the idea that a mission is a very fleeting thing. It seems such a
short time ago that I landed in Guatemala feeling so strange and out of
place. In a way, _also secems that I have been a ~ iionary all my life--
what was before and what will be after are unreal w.....ncomprehensible. . It.
is like life, a few ephemeral years and it is finished, for better or for
worse, and one is flying through the clouds to receive his recompense. And
one has to judge himself, inescapably.

This mission was a wonderful blessing, heaven sent. For a little season my
Father said No and when the time was right, he said Yes. ‘Then the responsi-
bility was mine and I had the opportunity to grow with it. I developed my
talents-some, especially that great talent that we call a testimony. I
still have a long way to go to perfect that talent. May I always grow in
testimony. HNevertheless, I have no doubt about the truths of the Gospel,
only I must endeavor to put my life in line with them. I developed other
talents--language, personality, leadership, Gospel knowledge, to a more or
less degree. But I suppose in retrospect, the most pleasing thing to me is
the thought that I had some small part imispreading the Lord's kingdom upon
this earth. It is joyous tc think that T did somethlng-—lald a stone or
two in the great-work of building the-kingdom. = "~

I feel like in helping the kingdom grow here I have also laid a firm ground-
work for my own future., I pray that I may always have callings in the
Church to help me grow spiritually. I hope that I am ready for the great
responsibilities that await me in forming my own family...
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ZONE TOTALS --JULY, 1972

GUATEMALA ZONE 1 (XELA) 25 BAPTISMS
 GUATEMALA ZONE 2 (GUATEMALA) 31 BAPTISMS
;;EL SALVADOR ZONE 3 (SANTA ANA) 20 BAPTISMS

EL SALVADOR ZONE 4 (SAN SALVADOR) 34 BAPTISMS

T

OTALS 110
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