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ister Glade and ! recently returned from the Mission Presidents Seminar in
Mexico City where the new Apostle, Bruce R. McConkie, and the newly appointed Mis-
sian Representatives for our area gave instructions to us. We have also received
on cassette tapes a report of the conference for new mission presidents held in Salt
Lake City last June. The tapes received explain the new uniform approach to mis-
sionary work now being recommended by the General Authorities. I feel impressed to
try and convey te each and everyone of you a small portion of what we received.

I am happy te report the missionary programs now being suggested and used in
Qur mission are very much in tune with the direction ‘the church is taking in the
great and important prosalyting work. The emphasis, in brief, is on teaching by
the spirit and helping tha honest in heart undﬂrstand the divine sonship of Christ,
the divine mission of Jdoseph Smith and the divinity of the Church. The Lord gave
an important revelation to the prop net which embraces the Taw of the Church. 1
would ask that you carefully read section 42 of The Doctrine and Covenants verses
11 thru 17. Particularly note the nbad for authcerity and to be sent to preach by
someone having that authority (Verse 11}. Each and every missionary has the requ-
ired autnority having been called by a pr rophet of the Lord and properly set apart.
Note the fuTneSs of the Gospel to be found in the Book of Mormon (Verse 12). The
required spirit can be obtained by th xra‘:“ of faith. Naturally, careful study
of the Book of Mormon is required because it contains the fulness of the Gospel
and we are expected te bear testimony of this. But remember, the converting power
and pull must come by the spirit and not just intelligence and mere charisma. A
missionary must live worthy to have the Holy Chost as his constant companion.

the witness of Christ comes through Joseph Smith and the world either gets it
through Joseph Smith or it doesn't receive it. If ihe world learns of salvation,
it is through Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon becomes the key! We must center
our preaching in the Book of Mormon.

Joseph Smith has said, "I teach them correct principles and they govern them-
selves.” As missionaries you are learning correct principles and therefore should
oc able to seek the inspiration and help of the Lord to seek out the golden Families
we want to teach and baptize. Let's stay away from the mysteries and teach the sim-
ple and converting principles of the Gospel. HMake your proselyting discussions
baptism centered by keeping your investigators baptism concious and committed to
eventual baptism. Make them Book of Mormon Centered because conversion will come
through the Book of Mormon and the discussions are a veh1c1~ to get people to read
the Book of Mormon. The missionary must bear repeated testimony and have his
investigators bear testimony back to him.

~ Remember some people will be offended when they hear the iruths of the restor-
ation message and the Joseph Smith story but we have an cbligation to preach these
truths, by the spirit, so they can use their free agency to either accept or reject
our offer for immortality and life eternal.

ﬁg servants of the Lord we have much to be thankful for: The Gospel and ali it
means 1n our iives. Our parents and Toved ones who give us their faithful support.
Health and strenqth so we can fulfill our assignment. A Joving Father in Heaven
who cares and wants us to succeed. Christ our eldest brother has made the atoning
sacrifice and so you see there are many things we can be thankful for. May the
Lprd continue to bless each and everyone of us in our righteous endeavors, and may
this month of THANKSGIVING be very special as you faithfully serve.

My Dear Missionary Companions,
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Sincovely your brother,
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